Primary mediastinal endodermal sinus tumors: CT evaluation.
Five patients with primary mediastinal endodermal sinus tumor have been evaluated by computed tomography (CT). The tumors were all located in the anterior mediastinum. Prechemotherapy CT demonstrated large, irregularly enhancing inhomogeneous masses without fat components. Calcification was visualized in two tumors. Some parts of the pleura-lung interface were irregular in four cases. Obliteration of fat planes to pericardium and chest wall was evident in all cases, and there was infiltration of intercostal muscles in four. Postchemotherapy CT in two patients who responded to chemotherapy showed either newly developed cystic lesions or cystic change of the original mediastinal mass. The cystic masses had more regular borders, a homogeneous hypodense center, and a smooth peripheral rim of contrast-enhancing tissue.